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PRESIDENT’S SCIENCE ADVISOR TAPS USDA TO CHAIR DOMESTIC  

ANIMAL GENOMICS INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP

WASHINGTON, April 1, 2002—Agriculture Under Secretary for Research, Education and Economics, Dr. Joseph Jen has been selected to chair a newly chartered Interagency Working Group (IWG) on Domestic Animal Genomics.

Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy Dr. John H. Marburger, III appointed Jen as the chair of the IWG to enhance interagency communications and awareness of the importance of agricultural species, to leverage investments across government agencies and to position agriculture as a critical element of the national genomic program.  

“Dr. Jen will provide outstanding leadership to this interagency committee,” said Veneman.  “It will lay the foundation for important genomics research in animal science.”
“We have a unique opportunity to leverage the national infrastructure and technologies developed for the human genome programs into the domestic animal genomics area,” said Jen. “The research to be carried out by the IWG will further enhance our ability to improve animal health and well-being, insure a safe and secure animal food supply and develop new diagnostic tools for animal disease prevention and biomedical applications.”

The IWG’s charter was signed in March by the co-chairs of the Science Committee of the National Science and Technology Council.  Participating agencies include the National Science Foundation, National Institutes of Health, the Department of Energy, the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  Other interested federal agencies will be added as the IWG starts to better define its scope of work and seek input from stakeholders.
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