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The U.S. Department of Agriculture has had a long history of cooperative relationships with many Chinese research institutes and agencies. It is my hope to further strengthen these relationships and provide coordination from USDA headquarters in Washington DC.

I would like to share examples of some of the more significant science and technology cooperation projects between our agencies and institutes.

The Agricultural Research Service (ARS) has a long-term agreement with the Chinese Agricultural Academy of Science (CAAS) to place an ARS bio-control laboratory at CAAS facility in Beijing. The ARS has the only quarantine facility to study foreign pest and invasive species in China and allows scientific checks for samples to be sent to the United States. Currently, five ARS employees are staffing the laboratory at CAAS.

The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) has a long-standing agreement with the Chinese Ministry of Agriculture (MOA). Annual Sino-US joint working group meetings on Agricultural Cooperation in Science and Technology are held alternatively in China and US. The 13th meeting was convened in Washington, DC on April 11-12, 2002. Ten different proposals from each country were discussed and most will probably be implemented.

ARS is co-sponsoring joint Centers of Excellence on Soil and Water Conservation and Environmental Protection to be located at University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ and at the Northwest Sci-Tech University of Agriculture and Forestry at Yangling, Shaanxi. The Center at Yangling will have an opening ceremony scheduled for May 20, 2002. Many Chinese and U.S. agencies and institutes are involved in this large-scale project.

USDA and China agencies are involved in a large international rice genome project led by Japan. The sequencing of the rice genome is of importance to the world population.

In addition to the above programs:
USDA’s Foreign Agriculture Service (FAS) is involved in US-China Agro-environmental Center of Excellence with CAAS, 

USDA’s Agriculture Research Service (ARS) is involved with an Oregon Seed project, 

USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS) is involved with Trade, Market Development & Policy Linkages project, and

USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is involved in agricultural census project in China.

USDA also have cooperative  projects with Chinese forestry and water resource agencies.

China is  the largest user of the USDA Cochran Fellowship program that brings Chinese scientists to the U.S. to visit and train.

The U.S. agriculture production and food system is rapidly changing from the traditional supply economy to a demand economy. At the same time, our USDA’s Research, Education, and Economics mission area is expanding from mainly assisting U.S. production agriculture to add evaluation and researching global consumer driven agriculture. 

We believe Chinese agriculture is beginning to show similar trends. China and the U.S. are the two largest agriculture and food production countries in the world. Changes in food production of either country will have profound effects on world food market. Close cooperation between the two countries in the agriculture and food system science and technology fields is of mutual benefit and should be highly recommended.

One barrier that has hampered science and technology exchange and cooperation between the Chinese agency and USDA was the government  structure differences among the two countries.  For example, USDA has a much broader responsibilities than Chinese MOA. Therefore, USDA has to have separate but similar cooperative agreements with several Chinese Ministries to work on a specific project, thus making coordination difficult. 

Toward that end, USDA is considering entering into an agreement with the Chinese Ministry of Science and Technology to help better coordinate the cooperative projects. I am very interested in exploring this possibility at this U.S.-China Joint Commission on Science and Technology Cooperative meeting.

