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Thank you Dr. Knipling.  

Good morning.  Secretary Ann Veneman sends her regards and regrets that she can’t be here today to share in your celebration.

This is a great day for Mississippi and American agriculture.  As Dr. Knipling alluded to in his remarks, this new lab is a continuation and complement to the important research into biological control agents being done by ARS scientists, our universities partners, and others around the world

Microbes, insects, plant and animal pests do billions of dollars of damage to agricultural crops each year. They cut farming profits, dragging down local, state and national economies. They drive up prices at the grocery store. And, pesticides that help put inexpensive, high-quality food on our tables can harm the environment.  Finding more cost efficient and effective ways of dealing with agricultural pests is imperative. Biological control agents offer us an important, environmentally safe method to deal with these pests.  

But we are only beginning to explore the frontier of biological controls. And this new laboratory will be on the cutting edge of research to commercialize this technology, putting it into the hands of the farmers, ranchers, and producers who need it. 

Our presence here today is owed, in no small measure, to our special guest, Senator Thad Cochran.  In reviewing his biography, I was pleased to note that in addition to serving as either the Chairman or ranking member on the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture for 22 years, and serving on several other agricultural Subcommittees --- even more significant, in his youth he was a member of 4-H.

I was happy to see this because I am a strong believer that we need to get more young people involved in agriculture so that later, when they assume leadership roles, they will have an understanding of, and be a proponent for, agriculture.  Senator Cochran is proof positive of this.

Senator Cochran has been a long term advocate of agriculture and agricultural research.  His support is unmatched among his peers. Government and university based research projects that he has been instrumental in funding include, agriculture, forestry and aquaculture facilities at Mississippi State University; the Polymer Science Center at the University of Southern Mississippi; the Natural Products Center and Food Service Management Institute at the University of Mississippi; and the National Warmwater Aquaculture Research Center at Stoneville.  We can now add the National Biological Control Laboratory to his long list of credits.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am very please to introduce, from the great State of Missisippi, Senator Thad Cochran.
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