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I am pleased to be here to help celebrate excellence in university teaching by honoring some very special people.  There is one thing we can clearly say about each of today’s honoree’s; that is that they are truly exceptional educators.  

We are all gathered in Chicago to celebrate three truly landmark acts that are cause for celebration: The collective Morrill Acts of 1862 and 1890; the Hatch Act of 1887; and the Smith-lever Act of 1914.  The Morrill Act democratized higher education, while the Hatch Act focused research on technological advances in agriculture and industry.  Smith-Lever emphasized public service and outreach as guiding principles in our work.  The impact of these initiatives, as we all know, is an unrivaled food, agricultural and natural resources teaching, research and extension system.  Today we are honoring recipients that exemplify the highest ideal envisioned in these three acts: conveying knowledge to the next generation for the improvement of society.

The National Agriculture Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977, as amended in 1990, first authorized the Secretary of Agriculture to establish a national food and agricultural sciences teaching awards program.  In this the eleventh year, the Excellence in Teaching Awards program recognizes faculty who stand out among their peers, bring distinction to their school, and credit to their profession.  We will soon recognize a distinct group of teachers who advanced through a very selective and highly competitive process involving not only each teacher’s faculty and student evaluations, but also academic awards, professional recognition, and the recommendations of graduates.  They will be recognized as among the very best educators in the nation.

I am very pleased in USDA’s active commitment to recognize our Nation’s most effective classroom teachers in food and agricultural sciences and will turn over the introduction of this years winners to Dr. George Cooper, Deputy Administrator for Science and Education Resources Development in CSREES.
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