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Things have changed. Things have always changed. Since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, some things have changed faster than they would have otherwise.

From September 11, 2001 until now, as the whole picture of homeland security has been painted, every aspect of the food system has been included. Now, availability of safe food is high on everyone’s list.

The meaning of safe and secure food has changed. Safe still refers to food safety, but it has taken on additional meaning. Deliberate contamination used to be a minor consideration–now it is at least equal with unintentional contamination. Secure has changed even more. Until recently, food security meant adequate food accessible to everyone. This meaning of secure is nearly lost in a new, terrorism sensitive, meaning.

Even with our new sensitivities, the things we have always done are as important as they ever were. We have fought against biological threats to food and agriculture for a long time. Most of these threats were unintentional. We are still dealing with threats to food and agriculture. We have just become more aware of intentional threats. This new awareness has brought more effort into the basic fight against biological threats throughout our food chain and in our laboratories.

We have to identify what needs protection, determine the risks, and take preventative action.

The best way to deal with threats to the nation’s food supply and agricultural infrastructure is to prevent and deter intentional or unintentional introduction of plant and animal diseases into the U.S.

Ann M. Veneman, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture

When the terrorist events happened last September, USDA had already been intensely involved for six months in an effort to keep foot-and-mouth disease out of the U.S. The potential of intentional threats to agriculture production and our food supply have required all of us to do much more.

USDA is working closely with other federal agencies, state agriculture departments, universities, and the food industry to step up the development of rapid detection systems, expand our network of diagnostic laboratories, strengthen pest and disease surveillance, better secure and strengthen laboratories, and improve emergency preparedness capabilities.

There are great opportunities here for both universities and companies in development of detection technology that is rapid, sensitive, selective, and usable on-site. Genomics and technologies based on genomics have potential for diagnostics.

It is critical that we continue to work together…to protect our food supply against any threat that could harm consumers or our farm sector.

Ann M. Veneman, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture
















