Guam 4-H Youth & Fishing

Narrator
Today, this group of 4-Hers is boarding Island Girl at the Agana Boat Basin Harbor.  They are part of an outreach project developed by the University of Guam to teach teens life and leadership skills through fishing.  Volunteer and former member, Paul Long

Paul Long 

It’s great when you know how to catch something and you go and catch something you’re looking for.  So I try to pass on what I know so that they can have the same experience.

Narrator
Paul and the group are out for a day of deep sea fishing off the coast of Guam.  These are serious waters.  The largest Pacific marlin ever caught came from here.  So before the kids embark on this adventure, they are well schooled in the fine points of fishing.

Paul Long I learned how to tie lures.  I learned how to tie knots. I learned about tides in the water.  About what fish come out at what times..

Narrator

Paul, like these teens, went through the training when he was at the ripe age of 10.  Now he teaches others what he knows about fishing.  

Paul-Which one do you want to be on your outside?

Girl-Umm, this one

Narrator

Members at taught how to make their own lures, take care of equipment, and learn about water safety. And the cultural aspects of fishing are also taught.  Guam has a rich history of harvesting the sea.  Here, Paul tries to master talaja throwing of the surround net, a practice that is rapidly vanishing on the island.

When the program started 24 years ago, it only demonstrated the cultural aspects of fishing.  Since then 4-H program leader, Ted Iyechad expanded the venue to what it is today.

Ted Iyechad-University of Guam

They’ve learned the basics.  And the basics is hard work. You’ve been taught from the beginning, you always have to work to be successful.  You’ll never be successful unless you work hard. It’s really linking experience and learning to life skills. And that’s what we wanted to do with the kids. 

Narrator

Back on the boat, the fish are starting to strike.  And now the kids have a chance to put their newly-learned skills to work.

Narrator
It has been a busy day aboard Island Girl.  Five fish were landed and a five-foot shark was brought to the boat, but then released. Afterwards, the gang gathers on the bow to swap fish stories and tell a few jokes.  For Ted Iyechad, it’s been another successful day for his group to learn on the water. 

Ted Iyechad 

It takes all of us – both Extension and research- the whole community to provide for a program like this to hopefully help our young people succeed in life.

Announcer

For more stories on how land-grant institutions are helping the people of the Pacific, log on to this web site.

