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Claudette Reichel-LSU AgCenter

Its full name is Louisiana House-Home and Landscape Resource Center. It’s an educational resource center and a clearing house of research-based information.  If you abbreviate Louisiana-that’s capital L, little A and put them together- there’s La House, and it gives a nice French flavor to our nickname. 

To be hurricane resistant, hurricane hardware is used…

Narrator
Claudette Reichel is the project director of Louisiana House and has guided its development from the beginning.  This project was funded in a joint effort by CSREES, HUD and the EPA.  It began in 2000 with the primary goal to showcase solutions for storm and flood resistant construction. 

In the aftermath of the 2005 hurricane season, the timing could not have been better.  

It is estimated that 250,000 homes were destroyed by Katrina alone.

Claudette Reichel 

It is kind of fortunate in a sense that La House is at this stage right after these two, double-whammy disasters.  Because it really is at a perfect stage to show the insides-to show what strengthens it. And there’s been a lot of interest in coming to see it at this point.

Here you see hurricane straps connecting the second story to the first story to tie them together wherever different materials meet.

Narrator
It is these kinds of building methods that make La House exemplary.  Hurricane hardware is used to get a continuous load-path of strength.  From anchor bolts connecting the bottom plate of walls to the foundation to metal straps connecting studs between the first & second floor.  A secondary moisture barrier made of high-tech synthetics is used to prevent water from entering the home.  Mold is the enemy after the storm as witnessed by many New Orleans homeowners in the wake of Katrina. And the La House has been raised to three feet above the base flood elevation as an added prevention against water entering the home.  That alone provides home owners the lowest flood insurance rate available.

Another new way of thinking about residential construction is taking place at Tuskegee University in Alabama.  This is the Healthy House – a low-cost alternative home that has peaked the interest of contractors along the battered Gulf Coast.

Heshmat Aglan-Tuskegee University
We have a lot of contact from people coming and asking about, especially developers, to build communities based on the Healthy House concept.  These houses can also be built quickly and they don’t have any stigma like a manufactured home.  As you can see here, they are conventional houses.  Healthy indoor air quality is of course a good attribute in any house.
Narrator
Healthy House was built by a grant from the Department of Energy to promote low income housing for rural areas.  CSREES contributed to the project with its emphasis on healthier indoor air quality for homes.

The funds were used to develop educational brochures on residential air quality based on Healthy House data collected by Heshmat Aglan and his team at Tuskegee.  As a result of the promotional materials, more people are learning about Healthy House.  This is opportune as the rebuilding of the devastated Gulf Coast moves forward. 

Back in Baton Rouge, Claudette Reichel and Sandra Scallon are giving tours at the Louisiana House. And while post-storm problems have delayed completion, weekly open houses give contractors and residents a chance to learn responsible storm and flood resistant construction.  Future plans call for cutaway panels allowing visitors to see the storm proof construction behind walls.  And the LSU AgCenter is developing media presentations to further educate the public. 
Claudette Reichel 

CSREES funding really helped to spearhead this. It gave us the beginning of funding that we needed to in the initiative to get the plans together to get rolling. We are gearing up for La House to be a major player in the educational outreach efforts for rebuilding stronger, safer, and smarter homes that can protect us in the future. 
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