




Page 1
2/17/2009
- 1 -
- 1 -
- 1 –Patrick O'Leary
Page 1
2/17/2009Confidential
Patrick Holian
Page 1
2/17/2009age 1
2/17/2009

 FILENAME P22  script 
- 1 -


Partner 22 - Fluid Planet
Rain Gardens
Madeline Flahive DiNardo:
A rain garden is a shallow, depressed area that’s planted with native plants. And when the water comes in it gets filtered down into the ground water.

You’re going to want to make sure that the plants in your rain garden will also tolerate those dry situations…

Narrator:

Madeline Flahive DiNardo is in luck.

The skies have opened - the weather has cooperated beautifully with her rain garden demonstration for landscapers and gardeners. 
Twenty four hours earlier, it was a different scenario.

Madeline: 
What we’re doing here today is preparing the site for our demonstration.

We’re here at the Gloucester County 4-H fairgrounds, located in Mullica Hill, New Jersey,  and while it’s very early spring now and there’s not much happening, come summertime this place will be bustling with activity with the county fair and other events that happen here. And a lot of people will enjoy our new demonstration rain garden. 

Narrator: 

Madeline and her cooperative extension colleagues at Rutgers University, Virginia Tech and Cornell University are using a USDA grant to show the benefits of rain gardens for businesses and backyards. 

Along with being aesthetically pleasing and attractive to birds and beneficial insects, the gardens help with controlling a major environmental problem – nonpoint source pollution.  

Madeline:
That could be dirt and grime on a rooftop, motor oil on a street situation or if there’s excess fertilizer or pesticide on, say, a lawn situation.

Runoff water is contaminated with all that and the idea is the rain garden captures it and gets it filtered out of the water before it goes back to ground water. 

Narrator

Rain gardens also prevent excessive runoff from flooding storm drains, and from polluting fisheries and other aquatic ecosystems.

At the fairgrounds, the team has chosen a site near the concession stand with adequate drainage - a key factor in the garden’s placement. 

After ensuring clearance of utility lines, they connect the downspout from the roof to an entry point in the garden. 

 Greg Rusciano:
What we’re trying to do is create a ponding area for the water to settle into. So, because we’re dealing with a sloped area, the bottom slope will have a berm on the end of it, because that’ll help retain some of the water. 

Narrator:

Next, the garden is outlined, shaped and graded.

Mary Cummings:
And then we will backfill it with a sand and topsoil mixture, to help with the drainage and then we’ll put in the plants. And all the plants are native plants that are suitable to this area.
Native plants are more able to adapt to the wet and dry conditions that you’re going to find in a rain garden, because your rain garden should drain after a couple of hours. 

Narrator: 

On day 2, help arrives and the fun begins. 

These landscaping professionals and master gardeners are here for the final part of a training course. And they play an important role in the project – first by helping to complete this garden. Then, by using their new skills to create rain gardens in their communities.

Stanley Martino:
There’s a big need for it because we have to stop putting all the roof runoff and the street runoff into the streams and the rivers that wind up in the ocean.

Erick Alpizar:
I think it was great to see that we are getting more in tune with what we need to do when it comes to water management. And this is a sustainable way to do it. And at the same time, enhances the beauty of any property.
Peter Burke:
Right now we’re running into situations where municipalities and even our state is mandating water recharge.

So it fits in with the green initiative that’s sweeping the country in general, I believe. And it gives us the knowledge base, to be able to say that we are competent suppliers of this service.
Narrator:

The graduates of the Rutgers course will continue to help with the project, by taking part in educational programs for the public at new rain gardens.

According to Madeline, as the number of gardens goes up, so do the environmental benefits.

Madeline:
One rain garden on a residential property can treat 25,000 gallons of water annually. And say if 40 residents put in a rain garden you could potentially treat a million gallons of water a year.
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