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Dr. Chris Pannkuk 
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Washington State University 
Email:  pannkuk@wsu.edu 
Phone: 509-335-2985 
 
IP/R&D personnel have over 90 cumulative years of experience in the support of donor-funded projects, and 
technical support for faculty and host-country scientists and is responsible for facilitating, supporting, implementing, 
and providing logistical, budgetary and other support for donor funded development projects, programs and 
activities in other countries.  The office has a cadre of well-trained and experienced staff that support the needs of 
overseas projects and their staff and developing country colleagues.  Programs have included planning, 
establishment, successful implementation and evaluation of policy programs, universities, research and technology 
transfer programs and organizations.  WSU has provided technical assistant, counsel and training to Ministries, 
research, educational and technology/information transfer institutions and to the private sector.  

 
Dr.Naidu A. Rayapati  
Assistant Professor/Virologist 
Department of Plant Pathology/ Irrigated Agriculture Research & Extension Center 
 
Washington State University 
Phone: 509-786-9215, Fax: 509-786-9370 
E-mail: naidu@wsu.edu
 
2005-2009 Lead Principle Investigator –Funding agency  IPM/CRSP through USAID Collaborating institutions – 
Mahyco Research Center, Maharashra, TNAU, Coimbatore, Raasi Seed Pvt. Ltd., Tamil Nadu, University of 
Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore, ANGR Agricultural University, Andhra Pradesh.Project:  Integrated Management 
of Thrips-borne Tospoviruses in Vegetable Cropping Systems in South Asia (India) and Mekong.  Main objectives: 
1) Conduct strategic research on tospoviruses and thrips vectors; 2) Carryout applied and adaptive research to 
deploy ‘eco-friendly’ IPM strategies to control tospovirus diseases; 3) Develop strategies for strengthening 
institutional capacities within host countries to conduct problem-oriented research on virus diseases.   Region 
Amount: $300,000 for four years. 
1998-1999  Consultant Virologist for the Crop Protection Program, Department for International Development, UK 
conducted research, training courses and working group meetings in Asia (including India) and Africa to promote 
South-South collaborations  and North-South exchanges of knowledge and technologies. 
1992-1998 Internationally Recruited Scientist (Virologist) International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid 
Tropics (ICRISAT), Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh. Project: Virus diseases of legumes and cereals, technology 
transfer, training courses, working group meetings, joint publications with Indian scientists.   
 
Dr. Vicki Getz 
Project Associate 
IP/R&D 
Washington State University 
Email:  vgetz@mail.wsu.edu
Phone: 509-335-9207 

Dr. Geethakutty Prasad 
Director, Center for Studies in Gender Concerns in 
Agriculture(CSGCA) 
College of Horticulture 
Kerala Agricultural University  
Kerala, INDIA 
Phone: 91-487-2370822 
Email:  genderkau@sanacharnet.in 

 
2000-2001 Research on women’s economic, social and political empowerment and sustainable development in 
Collaborationwith Kerala University, Kerala State Planning Board and SAKHI Women’s Resource Centre (NGO).  
Kerala, India. 
Rotary International Fellowship – US$25,000 
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2005       In collaboration with Dr. Geethakutty Prasad, CSGCA; KAU - Depts. of Agriculture, Veterinary, Fisheries 
and Agricultural Engineering.  This project, in the initial planning stages,has multiple goals including  1)  develop 
gender sensitivity and gender perspective in research, extension and educational efforts in agriculture and allied 
fields set in the larger context of natural resource management, thereby increasing and facilitating women’s role and 
participation in agricultural development along with men and attaining gender justice in the context of the planned 
efforts in the socio-economic development in Kerala and the country at large. 2) Capacity building among the 
scientists, extension personnel, policy makers, administrators and development agencies on gender perspective and 
gender analysis in agriculture.   
 


