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National Leadership, Local Resultsp,

• Managing Money in Tough TimesManaging Money in Tough Times 
Financial Security Community of Practice

• Managing in Tough Times 
National Extension Initiative

• What next? 
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Overview

CES working as a 
national system on a 
iti l d f l lcritical need for local

application.application.



The ProblemThe Problem

• Rising unemployment rates

• Mortgage defaults and foreclosures

• Bank failures and government takeovers

• Loss of retirement securityLoss of retirement security

• Less access to credit for businesses



j iNot just economics …

• 1 in 2 families report stress about providing for 
b i dbasic needs 
• 8 in 10 families say economy significant cause 
of stressof stress 
• Women report more stress than men

American Psychological Association 2008 Annual Stress Survey



Extension’s roleExtension’s roleExtension s role  Extension s role  

Addressing urgentAddressing urgent
educational needseducational needseducational needs educational needs 
at the community level  at the community level  
with resources availablewith resources available
to Extensionto Extensionto Extension.to Extension.



National Extension InitiativeNational Extension Initiative

• February 2009 – Initiative approved by ECOP
T h th t•To share resources across the system

•To create directory of relevant educational      
programs and materialsprograms and materials
•To provide easy access to materials for 
Extension professionals through eXtension.org p g g
website

• May 2009 – National planning conference
• July 2009 –MiTTNet launched





MiTTNet is designed to:MiTTNet is designed to:

• Help extension educators provide relevant, 
research‐based educational programs at the 
l l l llocal level.
• Complement www.eXtension.org.
• Be a searchable directory of existing• Be a searchable directory of existing 
Extension programs and educational resources.

MiTTNet is not intended for public use.



What’s in it?What’s in it? 

E h t t di li it d t i l• Each target audience group solicited materials 
from colleagues.
• Each target audience group developed its ownEach target audience group developed its own 
process for selecting items to be included in the 
directory.y
• The directory is not static – it will continue to 
grow as new materials are added.



Criteria for Selecting EntriesCriteria for Selecting Entries

• Useful to Extension educatorsUseful to Extension educators
• Addresses critical issues related to managing in 
tough timesg
• Meets CES standards
(research‐based, unbiased, peer‐reviewed)
• Available for immediate use
• Avoids local or state specific content
• Within the CES areas of expertise



Individuals & Families TeamIndividuals & Families Team

• Nancy Porter – Lead, Clemson University, nporter@clemson.edu y , y, p @

• Michael Elonge, University of Maryland, melonge@umd.edu 

• Constance Costner, Michigan State University, 
C t @ dCostner@anr.msu.edu 

• Lenna Ontai, University of California‐Davis, lontai@ucdavis.edu 

• Joanne Bankston, Kentucky State University, , y y,
jbankston@gwmail.kysu.edu

• Brent Elrod, CSREES, belrod@csrees.usda.gov 

C li C ll CSREES ll@ d• Caroline Crocoll, CSREES, ccrocoll@csrees.usda.gov 

• Jane Schuchardt, CSREES, jschuchardt@csrees.usda.gov 

















Submit Your State Developed Resources

The URL to submit your state-developed resources is: y p
http://mittnet.extension.org/

An online tutorial on how to submit
to this directory can be found at:to this directory can be found at: 

http://connect.extension.iastate.edu/p37252414/



What’s next?What s next? 

• Professional development opportunities byProfessional development opportunities by 
audience target groups

• Communication through new MiTT Community 
of Practice (need eXtension ID)( )

• Evaluation  a uat o
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Questions? 
Comments?Comments? 
Suggestions? 

Jane Schuchardt –
jschuchardt@csrees usda gov jschuchardt@csrees.usda.gov 

Lyla Houglum – lyla.houglum@oregonstate.edu 


