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This newsletter is transmitted electronically each quarter
from Joseph L. Wysocki, national program leader, Indoor
Environment, CSREES, U.S. Department of Agriculture. It is
intended for Cooperative Extension System educators and
researchers working with housing and environment programs.
A copy is also transmitted to administrators of Family and
Consumer Science Programs, 1890 Institutions, and Tuskegee
University.
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CSREES News

Ralph Otto Becomes Associate Administrator

Dr. Ralph A. Otto became CSREES’ associate administrator on
February 4, 2007. Otto had been the CSREES deputy
administrator for Plant and Animal Systems since March 2002.
From 1995-2002, Otto was the CSREES deputy administrator for
Natural Resources and Environment. He served as the
assistant deputy administrator for Natural Resources and
Rural Development with the Extension Service from 1990 until
it became part of CSREES in 1994. From 1980 through 1989,
Otto worked with USDA’s Office of International Cooperation
and Development. His original interest in international
development stems from working as a Peace Corps Volunteer in
Malaysia in the early 1970s. Otto has a B.S. from Rutgers
University, an M.S. from Virginia Tech, and a Ph.D. from
Rutgers.

Consolidation of ARS and CSREES

On January 31, Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns released
the Administration’s recommendations for the 2007 Farm Bill.
One proposal of the bill relates to the reorganization and
restructuring of the Office of Research, Education, and



Economics (REE) of USDA in which the Agricultural Research
Service (ARS) and CSREES are both located.

The Administration is proposing farm bill language that
would include the renaming of REE to the “0Office of Science”
and the consolidation of ARS and CSREES into a single agency
named the Research, Education, and Extension Service (REES).
This new agency would coordinate research, extension, and
education programs.

There are many steps to move forward on such a proposal.

The plan does not eliminate substantial programs or
functions, rather it gives us the opportunity to design ways
to improve the delivery of science, education, and
extension.

eXtension Update

Extension housing specialists have been busy developing the
following eXtension Community of Practice proposals for
submission to eXtension for review:

1) an eXtension Building Sciences Community of Practice
for the Southeast Region (Pierce Jones, University of
Florida, is one of the leads); and

2) an eXtension Community of Practice on Indoor Air
Quality for the Nation (Mike Vogel, Montana State
University, is the lead).

Housing News

Mortgage Quiz

Which of the following mortgage products makes sense for
cash-strapped first-time buyers?

a) The “balloon mortgage,” in which the borrower pays
only interest for 10 years before a big lump-sum
payment is due.

b) The “liar loan,” in which the borrower is asked
merely to state his annual income, without
presenting any documentation.

c) The “option ARM loan,” in which the borrower can
pay less than the agreed upon interest and
principal amount, simply by adding to the
outstanding balance of the loan.



d) The “piggyback loan,” in which a combination of a
first and second mortgage eliminates the need for
a down payment.

e) The “teaser loan,” which qualifies a borrower for
a loan based on an artificially low initial
interest rate, even though he or she does not have
sufficient income to make the monthly payments
when the interest rate is reset in two years.

f) The “stretch loan,” in which the borrower has to
commit more than 50 percent of gross income to
make the monthly payments.

g) All of the above.

All of these options actually exist. One lender has what is
dubbed its “NINJA loan” - NINJA stands for “No Income, No
Job, and No Assets.” These products are part of the reason
homeownership has increased from 65 percent of households to
69 percent, and why outstanding mortgage debt has increased
by $9.5 trillion in the past 4 years. They are also a major
reason why 1.5 million Americans may lose their homes to
foreclosure.

The need for pre-purchase homeownership education and
counseling has never been greater. (Source: The Washington
Post, March 14, 2007)

Education/Extension/Research Updates

Healthy Housing

In December 2006, Acting Surgeon General Rear Adm. (Dr.)
Kenneth P. Moritsugu approved the development of a Healthy
Housing Call to Action. Calls to Action are highly visible
documents that bring significant health issues to the
attention of the American people. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s National Center for Environmental
Health/Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry will
take the lead on the project with participation by housing
professionals from other agencies, including the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), USDA, and Housing and

Urban Development (HUD). The underlying theme, in the words
of the surgeon general, is “If you improve how people live,
then you start to improve people’s lives!” Moritsugu opened

the first meeting on February 21, 2007, and we spent the day
working on the draft document. The document on healthy
housing emphasizes four key concepts for creating healthy
housing in the United States: 1) healthy housing should be
sited and designed in ways that reduce health impacts and
disparities; 2) housing should be adapted to meet the needs
of special populations; 3) housing should be environmentally



friendly; and 4) the connection between a house and
neighborhood should be recognized. In order to do this,
Moritsugu established the following over-arching principles:

1) create a national dialogue on healthy housing by
promoting health literacy and increasing public
awareness among community stakeholders;

2) take action to ensure that all Americans live in
healthy, safe, affordable and accessible housing;

3) a) promote physical and mental health through
evidence-based healthy housing interventions, and
b) invest in research that improves our understanding
of how housing improves physical and mental health;
and

4) invest in research to improve our understanding of
the long-term economic benefits of healthy housing in
order to promote this as a sensible and cost-
effective approach.

This project may be complete in the next 6 months.

Healthy Homes

2007 Proposals

Of the 33 proposals received for Healthy Homes funding, 32
were awarded, including 27 for state grants ranging from
$4,500 to $9,000. Several additional grants were awarded
to: Auburn University’s Interior Design Program; Cornell
University, in support of the Housing Education and Research
Association Annual Meeting; Language Doctors, for Arabic
translation; Proya Production, to produce a videotape on
effective cleaning; and Auburn University, to continue to
provide national program support.

Priester Conference Healthy Home Track

I am looking forward to seeing most of you at the Priester
Health Conference, April 10-12, 2007, in Kansas City.

Thanks to the financial support of the HUD Healthy Homes
Program, we are able to hold a Healthy Homes Track that will
feature topics of interest to Healthy Homes state grantees
and other conference participants. This will be the first
time all Healthy Homes state grantees will be together since
we met in Salt Lake City and Washington, DC, several years
ago. Please bring a one-page summary state report regarding
your Healthy Homes program and activities. Emily Williams,
our HUD contact, is planning to join us in Kansas City.

Guide to Video Update

Last year you received a 24-minute video called “Healthy
Home: Assessing your Indoor Environment,” produced by
Joseph Laquatra, Cornell University. Joe is putting the
finishing touches on an 84-page Users Guide that can




accompany the video, but also provides additional healthy
home information and sources for other information. I will
notify you as soon as it is available.

Voices Project

Joseph Laquatra, the Hazel E. Reed Human Ecology Extension
Professor in Family Policy at Cornell University, has also
been working with Voices Media Group on the national Healthy
Homes for Healthy Kids campaign. This HUD-sponsored, 30-
city outreach effort includes a Healthy Homes Pavilion that
may be set up at festivals or other events. This is a model
home exhibit with displays and information that teaches
visitors how to keep homes environmentally safe.

Joe’s contributions to this campaign include developing
educational materials used in conjunction with the pavilion.
He also developed materials and curriculum for a train-the-
trainer session, in which participants learn fundamentals of
implementing a peer educator program for reducing lead
poisoning hazards and asthma triggers in homes. So far, Joe
has conducted this 2-day training session for personnel in
health departments and non-profit organizations in Atlanta,
Houston, Detroit, Chicago, New York City, and Los Angeles.

Healthy Indoor Air for America’s Homes

National Radon Action Month held an awards and recognition
ceremony on January 16, 2007, at the EPA’s Great Hall in
Washington, DC. Moritsugu, the acting surgeon general,
opened the ceremony recognizing the health impacts of radon,
and followed by the announcement of this year’s award-
winning posters. There were 700 entries from 28 states, 3
tribes, and 2 territories. First place winners were from
Anniston, AL, and Wampsville, NY. The National Safety
Council sponsored the 2007 National Radon Poster Contest.
To learn more, visit EPA’s Radon Action Month site at

www . epa.gov/radon/rnactionmonth.

EDEN Program Review

CSREES Associate Administrator Dr. Ralph Otto asked me to
chair a program review of the Extension Disaster Education
Network (EDEN). Program reviews:

1) are important in assessing current strengths,
identifying future opportunities, and recommending
appropriate strategies for enhancing programs;

2) have a positive impact on land-grant program quality;

3) provide CSREES staff with an important understanding
of the dynamics of programs and program changes;

4) encourage program advancement for those undergoing the
review;

5) expose review team members to new ideas in program
management and resource utilization; and


http://www.epa.gov/radon/rnactionmonth

6) provide CSREES with current and comprehensive
information useful in responding to Congressional
inquiries related to the investment of federal funds
in the support of excellence in research, extension,
and higher education programming.

The time frame is about a year and I am currently compiling
information needed for the self-study for the review team to

use. I am also soliciting suggestions for the outside
reviewer team members from CSREES, and other federal
agencies, and our partners in the land-grant community. I

welcome your input and suggestions.

Resources

Hiring a Mold Remediation Contractor

Cornell University’s College of Human Ecology and Louisiana
State University’s AgCenter have produced a brochure
entitled, “Hiring a Mold Remediation Contractor.” The
brochure provides information on where to locate a licensed
mold remediation contractor, the points that should be
included in a contract with a mold remediator, the methods
and techniques used by remediation professionals to remove
mold, and a list of the recommended steps for mold cleanup
in flooded homes. Contact Joseph Laquatra or Claudette
Reichel at JL27@cornell.edu or creichel@agctr.lsu.eduy,
respectively, for a copy of this brochure.

Preparing for Disaster

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the
American Red Cross have published two booklets, “Preparing
for Disaster” and “Preparing for Disaster for People with
Disabilities and other Special Needs,” that advise how to
plan for a disaster and what to include in a disaster
supplies kit. Both brochures offer a useful action
checklist of items to do before a disaster. These
publications are available by calling FEMA at 800-480-2520
or writing: FEMA, PO Box 2012, Jessup, MD 20794-2012. The
information in these booklets is also available online at
www. fema.gov and www.redcross.org

Consumer Handbook on ARMs

A booklet explaining adjustable rate mortgages (ARM), which
must be given to all ARM applicants, has been revised for
the first time since 1987. The new information is free at
http://www.federalreserve.gov/pubs/arms/arms english.htm and
arms_spanish.htm, or from Publications, Mail Stop 127,
Federal Reserve Board, 207 and C Streets, NW, Washington, DC
20551, or 202-452-3245.
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Talking About Disaster

The Coalition for Disaster Education has issued the March
2007 version of Talking About Disaster, Guide for Standard
Messages. This comprehensive guide includes short articles
on topics ranging from “Chemical Emergencies at Home” to

“Winter Storms.” We are not printing copies, but I have
CR’s available. The disc also contains Red Cross’ current
publications. Send requests to jwysocki@csrees.usda.gov.

Opportunities Calendar

MEETING DATE/PLACE CONTACT
Indoor Environmental April 24-27, 2007 Conference Hotline
Health and Healthy Orlando, FL 800-590-6522
Homes Grantees
Conference
Rachel Carson Day* May 27 www . newtonmarascofoundation.org
Nationwide
Futuring for Families | July 30, 2007 jwysocki@csrees.usda.gov

Atlanta, GA

Housing Educators October 24-27, 2007 |www.housingeducators.org
Meeting (HERA) Charlotte, NC

Extension Disaster November 5-8, 2007 www.eden.lsu.edu
Education Network Hilo, HI

Meeting (EDEN)

* Pending Congressional Action

A Correction

Dr. David P. O’Brien, New Mexico State University, contacted
me to correct an item about their Homebuyer Education Web
gsite that I listed in the last newsletter. He said: “It
was actually a team effort on the part of Dr. Ann Vail, Dr.
Connie Kratzer, Ivan Hernandez, myself, and the terrific
folks in our Agricultural Communications Department.”

Visiting DC?

Some of the most iconic examples of 207 century furniture,
architecture, and art are at the Corcoran’s exhibit,
“Modernism: Designing a New World 1914-1939.”" This is the
only U.S. stop for the show, which runs through July 29 and
features nearly 400 objects. Tickets are $10 to $14 at
WWW.Ccorcoran.org or at the museum, 500 17 Street, NW. For
more information, call 202-639-1700 or visit their web site.

It's spring and cherry blossom time here in DC!
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Dr. Joseph L. Wysocki, National Program Leader for Housing
and Indoor Environments, 202-401-4980 or
jwysocki@csrees.usda.gov To learn about CSREES, visit
www.csrees.usda.gov The mission of CSREES is to advance
knowledge for agriculture, the environment, human health and
well being, and communities. The USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer, 11-2006

For information about indoor environment programs:
Healthy Indoor Air for America’s Homes:
http://www.healthyindoorair.org

Healthy Homes: http://www.healthyhomespartnership.net

Extension Disaster Education Network (EDEN) :
http://www.agctr.lsu.edu/eden

For Healthy Indoor Air for America’s Homes*:
Dr. Michael P. Vogel
Ms. Barbara Allen
Montana State University Extension

For Healthy Homes:
Mr. Patrick Kennealy
Auburn University

*See Web sites for phone, fax, e-mail, and address.
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