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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m associate professor of Human Development and Family Relations in the Department of Family, Youth and Community Sciences. As part of my Extension Responsibilities I’m Executive Producer of Family Album Radio.



Goals of this presentation

Acquaint you with Family Album Radio
Suggest some ways to use Family Album 
Radio
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Presentation Notes
Radio has been largely unexplored as a potential medium for family life education, even though radio has the potential to reach thousands of listeners at a time and gives a program widespread visibility and name recognition (Smith & Davis, 2008). Family Album Radio links a professionally produced radio program with the Internet to reach families all over the globe, and with local programs to provide important information to communities closer to home. 



Our Vision
Our vision of Family 
Album Radio is to be a 
nationally recognized 
and respected source 
of information on 
family life.



Radio Program
• 2 minute daily program based on current research
• Professionally produced at WUFT-FM, University of Florida

Educational Website
•www.FamilyAlbumRadio.org
•Archives past programs and presents resources

Materials for Community Programs

• Audio CDs and website audio files targeted at certain 
audiences

• Print materials for newsletters and more

Family Album Radio is…
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Radio Program--Research based —  present unbiased information from reliable sources —  published academic journal articles—this is where we get most of our information, from current journals (last 1-3 years mainly)professional reports from government agencies  respected non-profit, non-partisan professional research organizations, such as Child Trends, Pew, and Annie E. Casey FoundationCovers all major FCS areasA website with many resources on family life: www.FamilyAlbumRadio.org



A Little Background



Developed by the Department of Family, 
Youth and Community Sciences at the 
University of Florida, the Florida 
Cooperative Extension Service, and 
WUFT-FM, UF’s public radio affiliate

Began broadcasting in Fall 2004 from 
WUFT and WJUF-FM in north central 
Florida
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Any station can broadcast Family Album. It doesn’t have to be a public radio station. Although the program was originally created for a public radio audience, the fact is that we have a huge audience in commercial radio. The station just needs to be interested in family programming and have a 2 minute slot sometime in the programming schedule. 



Our team…

A multidisciplinary team of faculty and 
staff in the Department of Family, Youth 
and Community Sciences at the 
University of Florida with expertise in 
children and youth, families, financial 
management, nutrition and food safety, 
housing and consumer issues. 
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We write, review, and edit each script! A number of faculty from our Department who are part of this team and write or review for Family Album Radio are at the meeting: Eboni Baugh, Kate Fogarty, Carolyn Wilken (?)Faculty advisorsSuzanna Smith (producer)– Marriage and family, parenting and child development, child welfare, school age and young childrenDonna Davis (producer and host)—Families and media, family development and relationshipsKate Fogarty – Child and youth development, adolescence, child careEboni Baugh – Parenting, marriage and family communication, child developmentLinda Bobroff – Nutrition across the lifecycleHeidi Radunovich –Mental health, marriage and family, school age children Michael Gutter—Financial managementJeong Lee-Housing and consumer issuesRose Barnett – After school programs, youth violence, adolescence and emerging adulthoodAmy Simonne – Food safetyNayda Torres – Family financial managementDiana Converse – Child and youth development, work and family



Our team….
◦ Content Areas and Faculty Advisors: 

Marriage and family relationships, parenting and 
child development, family problems—Suzanna 
Smith, Donna Davis, Heidi Radunovich, Eboni Baugh, 
Youth development, adolescence and emerging 
adulthood: Kate Fogarty, Rose Barnett, Diana Converse
Nutrition and food safety across the lifecycle--
Linda Bobroff, Karla Shelnutt,  Amy Simonne
Family financial management—Michael Gutter,  
Nayda Torres, Jo Turner
Housing and consumer issues: Jeong Lee
Intergenerational relationships and aging: Larry 
Forthun, Carolyn Wilken
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We also involve our students in the program, with an assignment in many classes to write a script for Family Album. Student scripts go through even greater scrutiny by the professor and the producers. Many are chosen for production, rewarding students with a publication as well as the experience of family life education. 



Our team…

Professionals in journalism and 
communications, with expertise in public 
radio writing and broadcasting
Producers at WUFT-FM/WJUF-FM (UF 
public radio), who record, edit and 
produce a polished, professional piece for 
national distribution 
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Professionals in journalism and communications, with expertise in writing for public radio—we are so fortunate to have Donna Davis as our writer, editor, and host, because she has an extensive background in radio broadcasting as well as an advanced degree in family science! If you have heard Family Album, you know that Donna also has the perfect voice, warm and soothing when talking about even the most difficult issues families face (such as child abuse or intimate partner violence, absent parents, suicide). She edits and records all scripts. Our producer is Bill Beckett of WUFT FM, who has worked closely with us from the very beginning to create a signature sound. Every week Donna and Bill are in the studio recording at least 5 new shows for that week’s distribution.



Our team…

Extension administration and 
department leader support has been 
essential
IFAS Communication Services for 
website support and statistics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Special thanks to Dean Larry Arrington for supporting and promoting our concept, and especially to Nayda Torres our Department Chair for her consistent financial support for FAR



Family Album provides information about 
child and youth development, including:
◦ Stages of development
◦ Child care
◦ Discipline and guidance
◦ Child health topics
◦ Child safety
◦ Child maltreatment and violence prevention



Family Album also covers the bumps in the 
road of family life such as
◦ divorce and remarriage, 
◦ work and family stress, 
◦ caring for older adults,
◦ financial stress



Family Album emphasizes keeping families 
strong and communication open and healthy. 



Family Album Programming: 
Radio, Web, and Community 
Programs

Presenter
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These three areas of FAR programming will be covered in the following slides



The show is available state and 
nationwide:
Finished programs are offered at no 
charge via satellite to radio stations, 
thanks to WUFT-FM in Gainesville.   
Programs are also available via the 
website



Our listening audience
80,000 listeners twice a day, five days a 
week, throughout the 19 counties in north 
central Florida through WUFT-FM and 
WJUF-FM
◦ Other public radio stations (e.g., Kansas, four 

corners)
◦ Commercial stations, especially through Sunrise 

Radio  (Southern and Western markets)
◦ Cooperative Extension Service outreach
◦ International audience through Internet
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Although it has been difficult to document the number of radio stations broadcasting Family Album Radio, website traffic data provide ample evidence of the broad reach of the program through the Internet.  For example, Sunrise Radio, a commercial syndicate, broadcasts FAR through stations reaching predominantly rural markets in the South and West. In the last 8 months, two new public radio markets have added FAR, including one station today, KSJE, which is located in Farmington New Mexico, the Northwest corner of the state serving the four corners or Arizona, Utah, Colorado and New Mexico (http://www.ksje.com/).Some Extension programs have picked up the program, for example, in Indiana (through Purdue), while other states have shown interest! 	Furthermore, Family Album’s audience resides throughout the world.  While the majority of traffic comes from North America, many listeners also reside in Europe as well as Asia. 



Family Album also features a companion 
Website that provides 
◦ off-air education resources, including previous 

shows and links to other information; 
◦ promotional support for the program.  
You can hear our programs on-line at 
www.familyalbumradio.org on the “Shows 
and Topics” link. 
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Here’s where to play some samples There are a couple of ways to do this. A.	From the website select a topic from the list on the left. Select a script/program from the list that comes up. You can click on the mp3 link to the audio file, or you can view the script. Here are some examples you might want to try :Under Child development: #3 Reading aloud to your childrenUnder Parenting#15 The way children deal with disasters#160 Are you an ask-able parent?Under Marriage#76 Savings and Debt impact marriageUnder Finance--Talking about money, #1 Spending leaks B.	From the website using radiosource. Click on “Search” on the top right of the site. From the drop down menu pick Children/FamiliesFor the Keyword, pick something you want to search for. My personal script favorite is#7 Military family good byesSearch for military and it will come up. In this way you can find all scripts on any topic you are interested in. Using the CD that Kate Fogarty providesThere is a list of programs on the CD on the inside of the cover. The military family good byes is #7. You can pick any other one that interests you or your audience!

http://www.familyalbumradio.org/
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Here is what the website looks like, if you can’t access it via the Internet connection at the conference center. http://kingdom.ifas.ufl.edu/ligia/far/index.html



What is Family Album Radio?
More than one medium—it’s a multimedia 
tool for Extension programming that 
regularly  reaches thousands of people 
with current research based information 
about
◦ Parenting and family development
◦ Marriage and relationship education
◦ Financial management
◦ Nutrition and food safety
◦ Caregiving
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adolescents, school issues, media and technology and family life, infant development…the list goes on and on



THANK YOU!
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