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Opportunities

• Agriculture and Food Research Initiative 
(AFRI) Grant 

• Multistate Research Fund (MRF) Projects

• eXtension



Food, Conservation and Energy Act 
of 2008 (Farm Bill) 

• Creation of National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA)
– By Oct. 1, 2009

• Creation of Agriculture and Food Research 
Initiative (AFRI), which supersedes 
National Research Initiative (NRI) and 
Initiative for Future Agriculture and Food 
Systems (IFAFS)



AFRI Programs
Six program areas:
• Plant Health and Production and Plant Products
• Animal Health and Production and 

Animal Products
• Food Safety, Nutrition and Health
• Renewable Energy, Natural Resources and 

Environment
• Agriculture Systems and Technology
• Agriculture Economics and Rural Communities



AFRI Programs
AFRI Request for Application:
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/rfas/afri_rfa.html

Also available from Grants.gov (search 
“AFRI”)

http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/rfas/afri_rfa.html


Human Nutrition and Obesity 
Program, 2009

• No Letter of Intent required; proposals due 
June 2010

• Program Code 93330 
• Accepted Integrated Project & Extension 

Project proposals (economics focused 
research proposals may fit into Agribusiness 
Markets and Trade program).



Human Nutrition and Obesity 
Two Integrated Priorities, 2009

1. Improve our understanding of the behavioral 
factors that influence obesity AND. . .
• Develop effective intervention strategies for 

preventing obesity  OR
• Develop educational programs for future 

researchers and educators.
2. Develop and implement behavioral and 

environmental instruments to measure progress 
in obesity prevention.



Human Nutrition and Obesity 
Program AFRI-Integrated Priorities

• For more information about submitting 
applications for integrated projects, see:

http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/integr
ated/integrated.html
– Tips for success
– Logic models
– Links to past grantsmanship workshop 

presentations

http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/integrated/integrated.html
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/integrated/integrated.html


Human Nutrition and Obesity
One Extension Priorities, 2009

Expand and disseminate results of 
intervention projects which have 
demonstrated success in obesity 
prevention. 



Other Key Information
• All projects must address some aspect of food
• Applications that focus primarily on weight loss, 

medical therapies, or metabolism should not be 
submitted

• High priority for projects involving eXtension and 
populations served by USDA programs eg. EFNEP, 
CES, 4-H

• For extension priority show success of intervention



Tips for Success 
Human Nutrition & Obesity

• Make sure at least one key person has 
nutrition expertise

• Justification is important but don’t overdo it 
(everyone already knows nat’l. statistics)

• Projects should be theory-based
• If you are working with schools, community 

organizations, etc. include letters of 
collaboration from them



Tips for Success 
Human Nutrition & Obesity

• Logic model should be early in the planning 
process, not an afterthought
– Make sure the research, education, extension 

components work together and that each is 
essential to the project

• Research should be applied, not basic and 
have clear utility in obesity prevention

• Interventions should be sustainable and have 
a far reaching impact



Human Nutrition & Obesity Funding 
Statistics, 2006-2008

Research *    Integrated
• # Submitted                        92         155

• # awarded                         12            31

• % success                         13  20

• Average award size**     $390 K     $1.1 M

• Duration (years)**             2-3       3-4

*Research projects not offered in 2009
**Excludes Seed, Equipment, Bridge, and Conference grants 
and Postdoctoral Fellowships



Human Nutrition and Obesity, 
AFRI

To find abstracts of currently funded 
projects:

http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/nri/nri
_abstracts_topic.html

http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/nri/nri_abstracts_topic.html
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/nri/nri_abstracts_topic.html






How to Learn More

• AFRI Website
• Volunteer to be a reviewer
• Talk over idea with 

National Program Leader



Volunteer to be an AFRI Reviewer

• Provide key words 
describing expertise; and

• Provide contact information 
to National Program Leaders







Human Nutrition and Obesity
National Program Leaders

Susan Welsh
National Program Leader
202-720-5544; swelsh@csrees.usda.gov

Etta Saltos
National Program Leader
202-401-5178; esaltos@csrees.usda.gov



Multistate Research 
Fund Projects

•Unique to CSREES 
and the land-grant 
university system



History of Multistate Research 
Fund Projects

• 1862: Lincoln established USDA, “People’s 
Department”

• 1862: Morrill Act established land-grant universities.
• 1887: Hatch Act established State Ag Exp. Stations 

(SAES)
– Funding via “formula” for Ag research, defined 

broadly, to 50 states, D.C. and territories
– >25% for multistate (MRF) projects
– 2009 Appropriations $207 million



History of Multistate Research 
Fund Projects cont’d:

• 1914: Smith-Lever established Cooperative 
Extension Service (CES)
– Funding via “formula” for teaching Ag related 

subjects
– 2009 Appropriations $288.5 million.

• Current Goal: Better integration of research and 
Extension



Multistate Research Fund Projects Are:

• 5 yr. team research projects
• Funding: Congress USDA State Agriculture Experiment 

Station (SAES) at land-grant universities
• Accountability:  SAES USDA Congress

• Projects competitively approved by Regional 
Associations of SAES Administration 

• SAES Administrative Advisors and CSREES liaison to 
ensure productivity

• Annual reports (CRIS) publically available through 
(http://cris.crees.usda.gov)

• Mid-term and final review by Regional Association



Advantages of Multistate 
Research Fund Projects

• Continuing professional network
• Synergy 
• Efficient & Productive
• Mistake Insurance
• Professional Development (disciplinary & 

administrative)
• Graduate Education
• Competitive Advantages for grants—large diverse 

samples, experienced team, broad expertise, 
preliminary work



Multistate Research Fund 
Projects of Interest

To access projects outline and participants, view link at:
http://nimss.umd.edu/ and search on project number.

• Nutrition - 8 projects
• Food Science and Nanotechnology - 6 

projects
• Family Sciences - 2 projects
• Family Economics - 3 projects
• Sociology - 5 projects

http://nimss.umd.edu/


Multistate Research Fund Projects 
that need Human Development 

Expertise
• W2003: How to motivate parents to promote intake of 

calcium rich foods among early adolescents 

• W1005: An Integrated Approach to Prevention of 
Obesity in High Risk Families 

• NC1028: Promoting healthful eating to prevent 
excessive weight gain in young adults













eXtension
• New
• Web based learning environment: www.extension.org
• Virtual Centers of Experts on various topics
• Currently 20+ topics e.g.(Personal Finance, Organic 

Agriculture, Parenting)
• Created and maintained by the Cooperative 

Extension System of land-grant universities

http://www.extension.org/




Families, Food and Fitness: 
Preventing Obesity

• www.extension.org/families food fitness
• Launched July 29, 2009
• Constantly evolving
• 6 Main Topic Areas:

• Enjoy more fruits and vegetables
• Move more everyday
• Prepare more meals at home
• Re-think your drink
• Right-size your portion
• Tame the tube

http://www.extension.org/familiesfoodfitness


Families, Food and Fitness: 
Preventing Obesity

• Articles
• Frequently asked questions 
• Learning Lessons
• Interactive materials
• Ask the experts
• Videos
• Recipe Bank













THANK YOU!
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