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Purdue Improved Cowpea Storage Project is Improving Cowpea Value
Chain in West and Central Africa

Purdue Improved Cowpea Storage (PICS) is a 5-year project to improve cowpea storage in West
and Central Africa. The project targets 28,000 villages in 10 different countries in West and Cen-
tral Africa, including Nigeria, Niger, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali, Senegal, Cameroon, Benin, Togo,
and Chad. The PICS project plans to disseminate the triple-layer sack technology within the vil-
lages in the region. The goal of the project is to have 50 percent of farm-stored cowpea in her-
metic storage without insecticides by 2012. The project has two major arms: outreach activities
to teach farmers how to use the hermetic storage, and the supply chains that provide triple-layer
plastic storage bags so that they are available to farmers who develop and foster local businesses.
Partners include the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (lITA), World Vision Interna-
tional, National Institute for Agricultural Research of Niger (INRAN), National Institute for Agricul-
tural and Environmental Research (INERA) of Burkina Faso, Institute for Agricultural Research for
Development (IRAD) of Cameroon, farmer associations, and non-government organizations.

In July 2010, PICS entered its fourth year with the launch of training and village activities in the
new countries that include Ghana, Cameroon, Senegal, and Chad. For the past 3 years, milestones
were reached by the PICS project— more than 100,000 households tested the PICS technology and
more than 1,200,000 PICS bags sold in Nigeria, Niger, Burkina Faso, Mali, Togo, and Benin. PICS
technology continues to perform well, eliminates insecticide use in storage, and enables farmers
to hold their grain after harvest instead of selling it when the price is the lowest of the year. In
addition to demonstrations in each village, the PICS project has intensively used the media (radio,
TV, cell phones, etc.) to inform farmers of the availability of hermetic storage technology using
PICS bags.

The PICS project has learned that farmers are trying the PICS technology on a set of different
crops, including maize, Bambara groundnut, hibiscus seed, etc. Efforts are being put in place to
develop activities for the use of PICS bags for storing crops other than cowpea. These efforts will
identify African commodities or other stored products that the PICS technology in its current or in
modified form might prevent storage losses.

FAO African Crop Calendar Launched

FAO has launched a quick reference calendar covering 43 major Afri- WE bi nar
can countries that advises which crops to plant when, according to the
type of agricultural zone from drylands to highlands.
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and make available quality seeds of specific crop varieties for a particu- ||
lar agro-ecological zone at the appropriate sowing/planting season. It ‘ ’
covers more than 130 crops from beans to beetroot to wheat to water-
melon.

It is aimed at all donors, agencies, government extension workers and
non-governmental organizations working with farmers on the continent.
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Osei-Agyeman Yeboah is an associate professor and the interim director of the Leonard C. Coopers, Jr. Inter-
national Trade Center at North Carolina A&T State University. He is experienced in production economics,
agribusiness marketing, environmental economics, and international agricultural trade. Yeboah'’s research
interests focus on agricultural marketing and cooperative development, production economics, international
agricultural trade, international agribusiness marketing, valuation of non-market resources, small scale agri-
culture, and environmental economics. Yeboah is a recipient of many grants awards from agencies such as
USDA and USAID. He is currently working on technology networking as part of an $8 million USAID SAN-
REEM grant on Conservation Agriculture for Food Security in Cambodia and the Philippines. Yeboah'’s inter-
national experience includes work in Ghana, where he has conducted training seminars on trade, economic
development, and international market opportunities. He is also involved in the introduction of low cost cultiva-
tion of edible and medicinal mushrooms as a new enterprise in Ghana. Yeboah is also a co-project director
on a pilot program in Nigeria to stimulate economic growth and sustainable farming through technology and
education.

North Carolina A&T (NCAT) is a member of a team of 8 land-grant universities involved in the recently-funded
USAID project Moderizing Extension and Advisory Service Project Components in about 20 selected Asian,
African, and Latin American countries. The University of lllinois serves as the lead institution with NCAT re-
sponsible for African countries.

NIFA IN AFCHANUTAN

Dan Kugler, Deputy Administrator with USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture in Washington, DC, has
been serving in Afghanistan since July 2010 on a 1-year assignment as an agricultural ministry expert to help re-
build that country’s agricultural sector. His deployment is part of USDA's larger effort, underway since 2003, to
place more than 100 agricultural experts for medium- and long-term assignments in Afghanistan.

Kugler has spent the last months helping the Afghani Agricultural Ministry develop plans for revitalizing the Af-
ghan farming sector that is crucial to national food security and stability. As such, he’s guiding and coordinating
ongoing programs and the planning of possible programs that draw on U.S. experts in water management, crop
and livestock production, and extension/outreach efforts.

NIFA Abroad: Mary Ann Kozum

The U.S. State Department offers short-term fellowships of 1—3 months in priority countries for various fed-
eral agencies, such as USDA, EPA, USGS, and others to meet international objectives. The fellowship candi-
date stays on their federal salary, the State Department pays for airfare and per diem, and the host country
provides local housing, transportation, and access to an office. Mary Ann Rozum, national program leader in
Conservation and Environment, participated in a fellowship in Croatia in 2007 and again in 2010 to assist the
country with its research, education and extension, objectives for Mediterranean crops as it seeks to enter the
European Union (EU) and comply with international standards. The experience was a two-way learning ex-
perience as Mary Annlearned about the EU FP7 (Framework Program, cycle 7), which is similar to the U.S.
National Science Foundation grant program as well as the EU Bologna process for standardizing university
curricula and credit transfer across Europe. As Europe also faces downsizing and consolidation of agricultural
research, education, and extension, Mary Ann worked with the Croatia office to develop a strategic plan for
the niche strengths of their research and education and benchmark them against existing EU research in
Mediterranean crop production. As part of the project, Mary Ann identified which U.S. universities were work-
ing in Croatia on which topics and helped to identify U.S. partners. She has helped to coordinate U.S.-Croatia
Cochran Fellows, Fulbright scholars, university study abroad programs, and collaborative research between
the United States and Croatia as a result of this fellowship. Mary Ann can be reached here.


http://nifa.usda.gov/about/AllUnits/staff_view.cfm?record_id=139&CFID=597326&CFTOKEN=37076735

