Two Hispanic Serving Institutions, College of the Desert (COD) and UC Riverside (UCR) in partnership

with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and the UC Agricuitural Research Station

?\:ill collak;orate to create Career Opportunities and Explorations in Natural and Agricultural Sciences
COENAS).

The primary goal of COENAS is to inspire and engage students in their local surroundings, and to
enhance student understanding of the agricultural, environmental, and biological sciences and create
an awareness of career opportunities.

The primary activities of COENAS are: develop a credit course with exploratory field experiencesin
research activities and a survey of career opportunities in agricultural, environmental, natural
science, and turf grass research and offer it to 30 or more COD students per year; provide internship
opportunities in local research activities with private and public organizations; create a multimedia
presentation for use by local high schools to inform and educate over 1300 students, and fund a
$50,000 scholarship.

COENAS beneficiaries will include private and public sector research and business organizations
working with Natural and Agricultural related sciences, students attending high school and college
within the Coachella Valley.

COENAS addresses USDA priority areas 1, 2 and 3 by:

1) Strengthening curricula, faculty, scientific instrumentation, instructional delivery systems, and
student recruitment/ retention

2) Attracting/supporting undergraduates from underrepresented groups to prepare them for careers
in natural and agricultural sciences

3) Developing a cooperative initiative with two Hispanic Serving Institutions to accomplish project
goals

COENAS will fulfill Educational Needs areas |, G, H, and C, by encouraging students to begin an
academic path at COD and matriculate on to four-year colleges, while offering them the opportunity
o perfect skills needed to operate cutting edge scientific equipment in the field by utilizing formal
curricula for lab and field work and introducing them to internship opportunities in these sciences.

COENAS impact will be to increase underrepresented student enroliment/ retention in Natural and
Agricultural Science majors at COD by 15%, provide career exploration information to over 1300 local
high school students annually, educate over 30 COD students annually on career opportunities in
Natural and Agricultural Sciences; and ultimately provide additional educated skilled scientists to this
region.




