Dear Community Educator,


This User’s Guide will familiarize you with the 52-page Guidebook to Help Late Savers Prepare For Retirement online publication and the 38-slide Catch-Up Strategies For Late Savers PowerPoint( program, which was developed as a two-hour class presentation.  After-class and follow-up impact evaluation forms for the Catch-Up Strategies For Late Savers class are also provided.  In 2004, these late saver resources were added to the tool kit of educational programs available to Cooperative Extension educators nationwide as part of the Financial Security in Later Life (FSLL) initiative.  

The materials for late savers were developed jointly by the National Endowment For Financial Education( (NEFE() and the Cooperative Extension System. The content was based upon a comprehensive review of retirement catch-up strategies in both the academic literature and trade publications as well as recent tax law changes that encourage increased retirement savings.  The impact evaluation for the Catch-Up Strategies For Late Savers program is linked directly with the impact evaluation indicators for Financial Security in Later Life.
 
Who qualifies as a “late saver?”   The target audience for the Guidebook to Help Late Savers Prepare For Retirement and the Catch-Up Strategies For Late Savers PowerPoint( presentation is middle-aged and older persons who need to ramp up their savings in order to secure a comfortable retirement.  Included in this group are procrastinators with little or no past or current savings, people who are now making a serious effort to save but need to make up for lost time, and people who invested previously and lost some of their retirement savings.


The Guidebook includes 14 worksheets to help learners “personalize” the information to their own financial situation, interests, and needs.  The Catch-Up Strategies For Late Savers PowerPoint( presentation includes speaker notes for each slide and five suggested class activities.

In this guide, you’ll find information about suggested class formats, as well as several media releases, promotional flyers, logos, and evaluation forms.  You’ll also find a “Translation Grid” that matches the impact indicators for the Catch-Up Strategies For Late Savers program with those developed for the Financial Security in Later Life (FSLL) national initiative.  Upon completion of a Catch-Up Strategies For Late Savers class, be sure to summarize your impact evaluation indicators, log on to the FSLL evaluation database, and report your program accomplishments.


Catch-Up Strategies For Late Savers has the potential to make a significant impact upon the financial well being of U.S. citizens. With about 76 million baby boomers set to reach retirement age during the next two decades, the potential audience for this program is huge.  Your assistance with this effort to educate and motivate late savers to prepare for future financial security is greatly appreciated.  
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