
Small Farmer and Beginning Farmers Small Farmer and Beginning Farmers 
and Ranchers Coordinators Meeting: and Ranchers Coordinators Meeting: 

Enhancing Economic Opportunities for Enhancing Economic Opportunities for 
Small Farmers and RanchersSmall Farmers and Ranchers

Denis Ebodaghe 
National Program Leader

USDA/CSREES/ECS
June 6, 2007



Establishing a User-Friendly Database

• Strengths
– One-stop shopping
– Easy access to 

information
– Could serve as “yellow 

pages” for small 
farmers and ranchers

– Gets clientele straight 
to needed information

– User-friendly if well 
coordinated

• Challenges
– Long laundry list if 

scope is not limited
– Long term 

commitment
– Costly
– Staff time involvement
– Challenging for 

clientele if not properly 
coordinated 



Listing of Federal Agencies

• Department of Agriculture
• Department of Commerce
• Department of Energy
• Department of Education
• Department of Homeland 

Security
• Department of Health and 

Human Services
• Department of Transportation
• National Institutes of Health

• Department of the Interior
– Bureau of Indian Affairs
– Bureau of Land 

Management
– U.S. Geological survey
– U.S. Fish and Wildlife

• Department of Labor
• Small Business Administration
• Department of Housing and 

Urban Development
• Environmental Protection 

Agency



Federal and State Opportunities
-Categorized by Federal and then by State-

•Funding Opportunities
Grants
Farm loans
Micro-loans
Cost-share programs

•USDA Service Centers

•Marketing Assistance
Domestic and International

•Alternative Enterprises

•Land Acquisition

•Land Retention



Federal and State Opportunities Contd.

• Farm Equipment

• Beginning Farmer Programs

• Farm Leadership Institutes
•
• Surplus Property Acquisition

• Risk Management Tools

• Foreclosed Farms and Houses

• Re-sales available from USDA: 
http://www.resales.usda.gov

• Small Farm Funding Sources: 
http://www.nal.usda.gov/ric/ricp
ubs/small_farm_funding.htm

• Federal Funding Database: 
http://ric.nal.usda.gov/nal_web/
ric/ffd.php

• CSREES Funding 
Opportunities: 
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/
funding.cfm
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Federal and State Opportunities Contd.
A Guide To Funding Resources
http://www.nal.usda.gov/ric/ricpubs/fundguide.html

Farms And Community Website
http://afsic.nal.usda.gov/nal_display/index.php?info_center=2&tax_level=1
&tax_subject=301

Directory Of State Programs: National Council of State Agricultural 
Finance Programs
http://www.stateagfinance.org/directory.html

State Marketing Profiles: USDA-AMS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/statesummaries/

Alternative Fuels Data Center: State And Federal Incentives And 
Laws
http://www.eere.energy.gov/afdc/laws/incen_laws.html



USDA - National Agricultural Library: List of Alternative Crops and 
Enterprises for Small Farm Diversification
http://www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/pubs/altlist.shtml

USDA - NRCS: Alternative Enterprises and Agritourism
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Technical/RESS/altenterprise/

USDA - NRCS: Alternative Enterprises and Agritourism: Farming for 
Profit and Sustainability Resource Manual
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/RESS/altenterprise/resmanual.html

Cornell University: Alternative Enterprises 
http://www.cfap.org/afs_temp3.cfm?topicID=407

North Carolina A&T State University: Alternative Enterprises
http://www.ag.ncat.edu/extension/programs/alt_ent.htm

Alternative Enterprise Websites
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University of Florida-Gainesville - Small Farms: Alternative Enterprises: 
http://smallfarms.ifas.ufl.edu/

Key Points to Consider for Various Alternative Enterprises
http://smallfarms.ifas.ufl.edu/planning_and_management/pdf/KeyPoints.pdf

University of Missouri - Columbia: Missouri Alternatives Center Library:
http://agebb.missouri.edu/mac/library/search.asp?search_val=331

University of Maryland: Enterprise Guide for Southern Maryland: 
Alternative Enterprises--What You Should Know, 
http://www.agnr.umd.edu/MCE/Publications/Publication.cfm?ID=231

Virginia Cooperative Extension: Selecting Alternative Enterprises for the 
Farm
http://www.ext.vt.edu/news/periodicals/fmu/2003-08/alternative.html

Alternative Enterprise Websites Contd.
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COOPERATIVE STATE RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND EXTENSION SYSTEM

This section of our Web site will help you find your nearest Cooperative Extension 
office. The Cooperative Extension System is a nationwide, non-credit educational 
network. Each U.S. state and territory has a state office at its land-grant university 
and a network of local or regional offices. 

CSREES is the federal partner in the Cooperative Extension System. It provides 
federal funding to the system and, through program leadership, helps the system 
identify and address current issues and problems. 

American 
Samoa

Guam Federated 
States of 
Micronesia

Northern 
Marianas

Virgin 
Islands

Washington, 
D.C.
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2501 Program at a Glance
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All Land Grant Colleges and Universities



1890 Land Grant Colleges and Universities



1862 Land Grant Colleges and Universities



1994 Land Grant Colleges and Universities



• Key USDA Small farm reports and USDA Small Farm Coordinators: 
http://www.usda.gov/oce/smallfarm/index.htm

• A Time to Act—A Report of the National Commission on Small Farms: 
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/nea/ag_systems/pdfs/time_to_act_1998.p
df

• America's Diverse Family Farms: Structure and Finances: 
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/eib13/

• Structure and Finances of U.S. Farms: 2005 Family Farm Report: 
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/EIB12/

• USDA-CSREES Small Farm Resources: 
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/ProgViewRelated.cfm?prnum=6870&lkid=
5

• Small Farm Resource Guide: 
http://www.csrees.usda.gov/nea/ag_systems/pdfs/sf_resource_guide.
pdf

• Building Better Rural Places: http://attra.ncat.org/guide/

Additional ResourcesAdditional Resources
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DENIS  EBODAGHE
NATIONAL PROGRAM LEADER FOR SMALL FARMS
USDA-COOPERATIVE STATE RESEARCH EDUCATION 
AND EXTENSION SERVICE

WASHINGTON, DC
PHONE: 202-401-4385
FAX:       202-690-3162
E-MAIL: debodaghe@csrees.usda.gov

SMALL FARM WEBSITE: www.csrees.usda.gov/smallfarms

SMALL FARM Toll free number: 1-800-583-3071
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