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Why is this Administrative Guidance being 
published?

The Administrative Guidance has been revised to address the findings and 
recommendations of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Office of 
Inspector General (OIG) Audit Report no. 13001-3-Te: “Cooperative State 
Research, Education, and Extension Service’s Implementation of the 
Agricultural Research, Extension and Education Reform Act of 1998 
(AREERA),” and to clarify policies and procedures associated with these 
requirements. 

This Interim Administrative Guidance is being issued with the maximum flexibility 
within the legal requirements.
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To whom does this guidance apply?

• 1862 Land-Grant Institutions (LGIs) in the 50 
States for Smith-Lever funds.

• 1862 LGIs in the 50 States and in the District of 
Columbia for Hatch Funds only.
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Process used to develop this Guidance

• CSREES provided a draft of the revised 
Administrative Guidance to State Extension 
directors on May 2, 2008 and provided a 60-day 
comment period.

• 15 comments were received and addressed in 
this Interim Administrative Guidance.
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What does “Interim” mean?

• This Administrative Guidance is effective at 
publication date of 8/12/10.

• Comments will be accepted for 60 days through 
10/12/10.

• Guidance will be issued as final within 12 months.
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Timeline

• Effective date = Publication date  of 8/12/10.
• 9/30/10: Deadline to reconfirm or reset target 

percentage for multistate extension and 
integrated activities for FY2011 awards.

• 10/29/10: NIFA review and approval deadline.
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Timeline

• 10/01/10: Beginning of Federal FY2011 and 
effective date of reconfirmed or reset target 
percentage for multistate extension activities and 
integrated research and extension activities.
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What’s new?
• There are 2 valid options for establishing Target 

Percentage for multistate extension activities and 
integrated research and extension activities.

• 2 options that included lower Target Percentages 
and phase-in periods are no longer valid.

• LGIs need to reconfirm or reset Target 
Percentages to take effect for FY2011 awards.

Interim Administrative Guidance for Multistate Extension 
Activities and Integrated Research and Extension Activities
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OPTION A for establishing a Target Percentage for 
multistate extension activities and integrated 

research and extension activities:
Target Percentage is 25% for FY2011 awards and 

thereafter, and the requirement to report on the 
FY1997 expenditures for multistate activities is 
waived. Guidance is effective on the publication date 
so LGIs need to reconfirm or reset their Target 
Percentages to be ready for FY2011 awards. 
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OPTION B for establishing a Target Percentage for 
multistate extension activities and integrated 

research and extension activities:

Target the Percentage which is two times the 
FY1997 expenditures for multistate activities, but 
less than 25%. This is commonly known as the 
“FY1997 Baseline”.
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What are integrated research and extension 
activities?

Integrated activities means jointly planned, funded, 
and interwoven activities between research and 
extension to solve problems. This includes the 
generation of knowledge and the transfer of 
information and technology.
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What are multistate research and extension 
activities?

Multistate activities means collaborative efforts that 
reflect the programs of institutions located in at 
least two or more States or territories.
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What is a split appointment?

Split appointment means that part of the funding for 
a faculty appointment comes from at least 2 
budget sources to include research or extension.
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Waiver Process for AREERA (Section 105 & 204 
Compliance)

• Research or Extension Director may submit a letter to 
the NIFA Director requesting a waiver.

• All LGIs should submit a request for waiver as soon as 
it is recognized that the State will be unlikely to satisfy 
the matching requirement.

• Post waivers require LGIs to provide an explanation 
and justification as to why the request was not made in 
the appropriate FY.
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Waiver Process for AREERA (Section 105 & 204 
Compliance)

Criteria for waiver approval:
– Natural disaster such as flood, fire, tornado, hurricane, 

or drought.
– State/institution facing a financial crisis; and/or other 

similar circumstances.
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Waiver Process for AREERA (Section 105 & 204 
Compliance)

• All waivers are approved by NIFA Director.
• Waiver requests will be processed within 60 

days. 
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Extensions

• No extensions will be granted for meeting the 
requirement to reconfirm or reset Target 
Percentages.

• However, LGIs may request pre- and post-
waivers. 
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Provisions governing carryover and shortfall of 
funds and allocations

• LGIs must meet the Target Percentage 
requirements within the statutory limit of the 
award (i.e., 5 years for Smith-Lever Act funds and 
2 years for Hatch Act funds).

• If Target Percentage is not met and a waiver is 
not secured, costs will be disallowed.
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Submitting Comments
• Comments due 10/12/10
• Go to www.regulations.gov
• Search for Document ID: NIFA_FRDOC_0001-

0015
• Identify comments by Docket Number 2010-0025
• Email address for questions: 

administrativeguidance@nifa.usda.gov

http://www.regulations.gov/�
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For more information:

http://www.nifa.usda.gov/business/reporting/
planrept/plansofwork.html

http://www.nifa.usda.gov/business/reporting/planrept/plansofwork.html�
http://www.nifa.usda.gov/business/reporting/planrept/plansofwork.html�
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QUESTIONS?

Questions and responses will be used to update the 
Frequently Asked Questions document. 
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