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The Children, Youth and Families at Risk (CYF AR) initia~ve has been supported through
congressional appropriation since 1991. The mission of ~e CYF AR Program is : "to marshal
resources of the Land Grant and Cooperative Extension SY$tem to collaborate with other
organizations to develop and deliver educational programs that equip limited resource families
and youth who are at risk for not meeting b,asic human nee~s with skills needed to lead positive,
productive contributing lives." (CYF AR Pl1lilosophy, h ://' ww.reeusda. ov/4h/c far/ hiloso h .htm .
CYF AR funds are used for community educational projec.s which are focused on at-risk
audiences, research based, collaborative and committed to $elf-sufficiency at the end of five
years of federal funding.

Program Strengths:
State CYF AR projects develop community based program$ for at-risk children and families and
enhance Extension capacity statewide to sel:ve this audienc~. In 200 I, CYF AR supported State
Strengthening and New Communities Proje:cts in 50 states and three territories. These projects
provided technical assistance and training fiDr community based educational programs for at risk
youth and their families in 287 local sites. In 2001, approximately 66,000 previously under-
served very diverse persons received benefits from CYF AIt programs. Some program strengths
are: I
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